
Key Vocabulary for the unit: 

Abstraction: To pick out the important information 

Algorithm: A clear set of the instruction to carry out a task. 

Artificial intelligence: Computers that can perform the tasks that 
humans normally do. 

Bug: An error or mistake in computer code. 

Data: Information used for a specific purpose or investigation. 

Debug: To fix the error in code. 

Decompose: To break something down into smaller chunks. 

Error: A mistake. 

Key Features: Important parts of something. 

Loop: A repeated sequence of instructions. 

Unnecessary: Not needed. 

What I should already know from Year 1: 

 I know that an algorithm is when         
instructions are put in an exact order  

 I know that decomposition means  breaking 
a problem into manageable chunks and 
that it is important in computing.  

 I that we call errors in an algorithm ‘bugs’ 
and fixing these ‘debugging’.  

 

Powerful knowledge/skills for this unit: 

 To understand what machine 

learning is and how it enables 

computers to make predictions. 

 To know that loops in         

programming are where you set 

a certain instruction (or        

instructions) to be repeated 

multiple times. 

 To know that abstraction is the 

removing of unnecessary detail 

to help solve a problem. 

Useful diagrams for the unit:  

Year 2 Autumn 2 Computing – Algorithms and debugging  

Big Question 

How can I make my algorithm efficient? 







 

 

 

 

 

 


